Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for processing a document 
request, the computer implemented method comprising: 

requesting a document, wherein the request contains a URL (uniform resource locator) 
uniform resource locator address for locating the document; 

responsive to the URL address uniform resource locator address not having the requested 
document, retrieving fingerprint information from a fingerprint database maintained on a 
computer, to form retrieved fingerprint information, wherein the retrieved fingerprint 
information comprises a numerical representation in multidimensional content space of a content 
portion and a metadata of the requested document , which is distinct from categorizing the 
document in a defined index structure, to form an identification for the document from the 
content portion ; 

locating current fingerprint information in the fingerprint database which matches the 
retrieved fingerprint information, wherein the current fingerprint information comprises a 
numerical representation in multidimensional content space of a content portion and a metadata 
of a corresponding document which corresponds to the requested document and has a 
corresponding URL address uniform resource locator address ; and 

returning the corresponding document from the corresponding URL address uniform 
resource locator address in response to the request. 

2. (Previously Presented) A computer implemented method as in claim 1 wherein the 
method is controlled by a request forwarder component. 

3. (Canceled) 
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4. (Previously Presented) A computer implemented method as in claim 1 wherein locating 
current fingerprint information comprises searching the current fingerprint information using a 
resource location broker. 

5. (Previously Presented) A computer implemented method as in claim 2, wherein 
requesting a document comprises requesting the document to a web server by the request 
forwarder component. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method as in claim 1 wherein the 
retrieved fingerprint information is retrieved from the fingerprint database based on a link 
containing the URL address uniform resource locator address . 

9-19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method as in claim 1, wherein the 
retrieved fingerprint information comprises a numerical representation of the content portion and 
the metadata of the requested document, and the current fingerprint information comprises a 
numericalrepresentation of the content portion and the metadata of the corresponding document, 
wherein the fingerprint information comprises property information including one or more of a 
unique identifier for content rather than a universal resource locator, a property indicating a 
guaranteed unique same identifier generated for same content; a property for indicating 
comparable with another unique identifier to find a degree of difference, a property indicating a 
small change in content results in small change in the unique identifier, a property indicating a 
large change in content results in a small change in the unique identifier, a property indicating a 
degree of difference between the unique identifiers represents a degree of difference in the 
content; a property indicating the content cannot be derived from the unique identifier, a property 
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indicating the fingerprint was generated from main content and not static headers and footers, 
and a property indicating storage requirements less than average content . 

21. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method as in claim 20, wherein the 
numerical representation of the content portion and metadata of the retrieved requested document 
and the numerical representation of the content portion and metadata of the corresponding 
document each comprises a numerical value in multidimensional vector in contact content space. 
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